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Over 20 years ago, leading art and antiques dealers in the 
picturesque Bavarian city of Bamberg came up with the idea of 
holding a coordinated summer sales exhibition, writes  
Jonathan Franks.

The concept proved to be a long-standing success.
It attracts visitors from all over Germany and the rest of 

Europe; many of them combining a trip to Bamberg with a visit to 
the Wagner festival in nearby Bayreuth.

Shows in own premises
This year 10 dealers are holding the 23rd edition of the Bamberger 
Kunst- und Antiquitätenwochen (art and antiques weeks) which 

runs until August 23.
The selling exhibitions are held in the dealers’ own 

premises. These are all in close proximity in the 
heart of the old city, which combines medieval, 
Rococo and Baroque architecture and is, not 
surprisingly, a UNESCO world heritage site. 

The timeline ranges from the early 15th 
century, with the small limewood figure of the 
Virgin offered by Walter Senger shown here, 
to the early 20th century. The Glaserie Pusch 
is offering a Dutch Art Nouveau faience vase 

with polychrome floral motifs for €650. 
 bamberger-antiquitaeten.de

Saleroom offers 
view to a thrill
Specialist auction features optical delights

Magic lanterns, peep shows and 
various other optical illusory and 
viewing devices will be on sale at 
a specialist Cologne auction firm 
offering photographic, scientific and 
collectors’ apparatus.

Auction Team Breker is holding 
a sale on September 29 devoted to 
Cameras, Photographica and Optical 
Toys.

Among the earliest and most 
unusual is this painting of a skeleton, 
shown above. 

It would have been used as one 
of the elements projected to create 
illusory special effects through a 
Fantascope, a complex apparatus 
patented in 1799 by the Belgian 
showman Etienne-Gaspard Robert 
to create lantern shows which were 
highly popular in pre-cinema days.

The projection shows a 
sarcophagus whose lid lifts as a 
skeleton clambers out.

by Anne Crane It is one of four such illustrations 
depicted in Molteni’s Instructions sur 
l’ Emploi des Appareils de Projection 
alongside a classical head, a grim 
reaper figure and a death’s head.

The skeleton has an estimate of 
€30,000-50,000.

Another early apparatus is an oak-
cased peep show of c.1780 probably 
of Dutch manufacture, estimated at 
€3500-5000. 

For children there is the game of 
Anamorphoses from c.1820 also shown, 
below, featuring a set of cards with 
anamorphic images whose ‘true’, 
undistorted view is revealed when 
they are viewed via a cylindrical 
prism through a magic mirror. 

The sale is also rich in various 
later 19th century viewing devices 
such as a French Praxinoscope theatre 
produced by Emile Reynaud, Paris, 
c.1878, guided at €2500-3000 and a 
Megalethoscope photograph viewer of 
c.1870, by Carlo Ponti, estimated at 
€3500-4500. n

 breker.com

Swann Galleries is offering its largest-ever selection of posters promoting food and drink 
in the firm’s August 1 auction of vintage posters, with more than 75 examples available.

Among the rarities are a couple of posters from a group of 20 by the artist Leonetto 
Cappiello (1875-1942), all in his distinctive style.

His Carnaval Vinho do Porto of 1911, above left, is the only known version to have been 
offered at auction, in 2005 when it was acquired by the vendor. It carries an estimate of 
$20,000-30,000. Cappiello’s Fêtes du Congres International des Etudiants in Bordeaux 
from four years earlier shows a female Bacchus squeezing grapes into her companion’s 
goblet (estimate $8000-12,000). 

A much more (literally) sobering counterpoint to these celebratory promotions is a 
collection of 20 small-format posters from the 1950s by an unknown designer for the 
American Temperance Society.

They include taglines such as Alcoholic Beverages of Any Kind do not Mix with Football 
or, shown here, Alcohol destroys Feminine Loveliness. The group is expected to make 
$2000-3000.

This 600-lot auction ranges wide over many categories also featuring First and 
Second World War posters, circus subjects and Art Nouveau posters. 

 swanngalleries.com

Right: among the exhibits at Christian 
Eduard Franke-Landwers for the 
Bamberg art and antiques weeks 
is this 11in (28cm) high, late 18th 
century gilt bronze clock with 
allegorical figures of cherubs 
as warriors. It is by the Parisian 
bronzier François Vion, 
with a striking movement 
by Philippe Gros. The 
clock carries a price tag of 
€38,600.

Below: 15th century limewood 
figure of the Virgin on show 
at Walter Senger as part 
of the Bamberg art and 
antiques weeks, priced at 
€24,000.

Bamberg boom time

Right: Anamorphoses, 
a children’s game with 
anamorphic 
cards from 
c.1820. Estimate 
€1500-1800 
in Auction 
Team Breker’s 
September 29 
auction. 
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Right: painted 
optical illusion of a 
sarcophagus with 
a skeleton for use 
in a Fantascope 
viewer – estimate 
€30,000-50,000 in the 
September 29 sale at 
Auction Team Breker.
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A rare set of four door 
panel promotional 
posters for Help!, the 
Beatles’ second film, 
will form part of a 
movie poster sale to 
be held by Heritage 
Auctions on July 28-29.

The 1965 United 
Artists’ production is 
the only Beatles film 
for which door panels 
were produced, but 
they are rare survivors 
in any case.

Few were ordered by cinema owners, who had little space to display them. They were 
also expensive to order. Moreover, sets ordered for the initial showing were broken up and 
given away to fans.

Heritage’s set carries an estimate of $10,000-20,000. 
The sale also features posters for famous science-fiction films created by Bob Peak, a 

commercial artist and poster designer who worked on the Star Trek films. It includes his 
original artwork for a Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home poster estimated at $40,000-80,000.
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